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The mission of Meadowview Reformed Presbyterian Church  

is to savor the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

and to be servants of that grace locally and globally. 

 



  Reflection Before the Service 

 

 
We will meditate, finally, on the Sovereignty of God in all our 

afflictions.  Just as God knew His plans and purposes for Christ in 

His Affliction, so Christ knows our path in our sufferings, and in 

our trials His ultimate goal and intent toward us is good—both for 

this life and the one to come. 

 

Affliction vacuums away the fuel that feeds your pride.  Like a 

bell, the harder we are hit, the better we sound.  We learn more 

under the rod that strikes us than through the staff that comforts us 

[Agree or Disagree?].  Many Christians have discovered the truth 

of Robert Leighton’s words: “Affliction is the diamond dust that 

heaven polishes its jewels with.”  

 

   -Joel Beke & Michael P.V. Barrett, A Radical Comprehensive                       

                                                                 Call to Holiness, 311. 

That scouring and Rubbing, which frets others, shall make them 

shine brighter; …and that hammer which knocks others all in 

pieces shall but knock them nearer to Christ, the corner stone.  

Stars shine brightest in the darkest nights; torches give the best 

light when beaten; grapes yield most wine when most pressed; 

spices smell sweetest when pounded;… gold looks the brighter for 

scouring; juniper smells sweetest in the fire;… 

Afflictions are the saints’ best benefactors to heavenly affections; 

where afflictions hang heaviest, corruptions hang loosest.  And 

grace that is hid in nature, as sweet water in rose leaves, is then 

most fragrant when the fire of affliction is put under to distill it out.   

   (Thomas Brooks, Works,1:3 27-28)  

 

 

 

 



Today’s Service 

Call to Worship & Opening Prayer: Psalm 34:1-8 

Song:   O Worship The King 

Song:  God Of Wonders 

Song:  Come Thou Fount 

Corporate Confession of Sin 

Gracious God, we confess that we have longed too much for the 

comforts of this world. We have loved the gifts more than the 

giver. In Your mercy, help us to see that all the things we pine for 

are shadows, but you are substance; that they are quicksands, but 

you are mountain; that they are shifting, but You are anchor.  

We plead Your forgiveness on the merits of Jesus Christ. Accept 

His worthiness for our unworthiness, His sinlessness for our 

transgressions, His fullness for our emptiness, His glory for our 

shame, His righteousness for our dead works, His death for our 

life. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Declaration of Faith:  

Leader: 3 He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows 

and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their 

faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

ALL: 4 Surely he has borne our griefs 

    and carried our sorrows; 

yet we esteemed him stricken, 

    smitten by God, and afflicted. 

5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; 

    he was crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 

    and with his wounds we are healed. 

 

Doxology 

Sermon: Gen 3:14-4:1 “The Problem of Evil” 

Song: Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus 

Benediction 



Genesis 3:14 – 4:1 

14 
The LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 

    cursed are you above all livestock 

    and above all beasts of the field; 

on your belly you shall go, 

    and dust you shall eat 

    all the days of your life. 
15 

I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

    and between your offspring and her offspring; 

he shall bruise your head, 

    and you shall bruise his heel.” 

 
16 

To the woman he said, 

“I will surely (greatly) multiply your pain (sorrow) in childbearing; 

    in pain you shall bring forth children. 

Your desire shall be (contrary) to your husband, 

    but (and) he shall rule over you.” (4:7) 

 
17 

And to Adam he said, 

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife 

    and have eaten of the tree 

of which I commanded you, 

    ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 

cursed is the ground because of you; (Rom 8:18-23) 

    in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
18 

thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 

    and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19 

By the sweat of your face 

    you shall eat bread, 

till you return to the ground, 

    for out of it you were taken; 

for you are dust, (1 Cor 15:47-49) 

    and to dust you shall return.” 



20 
The man called his wife's name Eve (life), because she was the 

mother of all living. 
21 

And the LORD God made for Adam and 

for his wife garments of skins and clothed them. 

22 
Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one 

of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his 

hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever—

” 
23 

therefore the LORD God sent him out from the garden of 

Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. 
24 

He drove out 

the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed 

the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard 

the way to the tree of life. 

4:1 Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore 

Cain (Acquired/Gotten one), saying, “I have Gotten 

(Acquired/brought forth) a man with the help of the LORD.” 

 

The Problem of Evil 

Pastor George Sayour 

 

 
Creation in Crisis 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ and the Cross 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Consolation 

 

 

youtube.com/meadowviewpca ; sermonaudio.com/meadowviewpca 



Prayer Requests 

He will cover you with His feathers. He will shelter you with His wings. 

His faithful promises are your armor and protection.    Psalm 91:4 

 

 

Prayer Requests 

 

Homebound – Jackie Shelley – Summerstone Health and Rehab  

Service Member – Carter Beck – US Coast Guard – (Grandson of  

   Homer and Linda Curry) 

James Pressley – (brother of Kent Pressley & Kathy Snider) – 

     bladder cancer 

Matt Young – (Betty Milam’s grandson) – continued healing; change 

     of  heart 

Larry Swicegood – Covid, complicated by COPD 

Jenna Swicegood – (Larry and Becky Swicegood’s granddaughter) -   

     migraines 

Kim Clemmer - healing and pain, relief following shoulder surgery 

Don Hunter – (neighbor of Gordy and Mandy Swaim) – hospitalized with 

     congestive heart failure 

Daniel Read – (cousin of Emily Johnson and Emmy Adkins) – MRI 

     showed swelling in his brain. Pray for healing; a good prognosis; 

     good plan going forward 

David Bowen – (brother of Ali Shoaf) – provision of a new job 

Ali Shoaf – wisdom to learn and retain material in PTA Program  

BJ – (Son-in-law of Mara Lovejoy’s sister, Jana) – continued healing 

     following successful surgery 

Kathy Snider – Assessment results; strength; improved balance; relief 

     from fatigue 

Kendall and Lainey Shoaf – (Preemie newborns of Karen Shoaf’s 

     nephew/wife) – continued digestive and respitory development; praise for   

     the Lord’s presence with the family 

Nick Livengood  - (Zack Livengood’s older brother) – upcoming surgery 

Tom Mekis – prostate cancer 

Rachel Everhart - ongoing healing; relief from pain; peace, strength 

Sue Wein – healing, recovery; ongoing treatment following surgery 

 

To be included in updates on our prayer chain or to submit a prayer request, 

email: Debbie Thompson at pray4meadowview@gmail.com. 

mailto:pray4meadowview@gmail.com


Upcoming Events 

 

Savoring the Grace of God 

Weekly on Sundays:  9am Bible Hour & 10:30am  Worship 

 Fall Bible Hour Classes: 

Bible Hour: “The Hole in Our Holiness” – Filling the Gap Between 

Gospel Passion and the Pursuit of Godliness 

Women’s Bible Hour: The Book of Acts  

      Discovering Meadowview – begins today (Room 201) 

          

Living in the Grace of God 

                        Wed. 9/11 – Wednesday Night Meals & Activities 5:00 – 7:15pm 

                                             Chicken Pie, Green Beans, Mac & Cheese, Salad, 

                                             & Peach Cobbler* (see bulletin insert to sign up for   

                                                                                                    the evening meal) 

– Adult Class – “Worship & The Church”:  9/4 – 9/18 

We’d like everyone to attend or watch the Videos 

Upcoming Activities 

 Men’s Bible Study: Sat. Sept. 14
th

 @ 8:00am 

      Senior Adult Luncheon – Luncheon has been cancelled for Sept. 

      Men’s Day @ the Lake: 3:00pm* (*see bulletin insert to sign up) 

Missions Conference: Sat., 9/28 & Sun., 9/29 – (*see bulletin insert to sign up 

                                                                                                for Silent Auction) 

Ministering the Grace of God 

   Pastor’s Pantry:  September – canned soups and stews 

   Women of Grace Ministry: non-perishable Food Drive for  

   “Greater Things Outreach Ministry” (see table in Narthex) 

   Sat. 9/14 – Car Care Ministry @ 9:00am 

   Tue. 9/17 – Blood Drive @ 1:00pm  

   Sat. 9/21 – Alpha Pregnancy Support “Walk For Life” @ 9am*  

                                                                 (sign up on our website) 

 

*Indicates sign-up requirement/opportunity on bulletin insert 

For more information about all events, scan the QR code or 

visit MeadowviewPCA.org/events.  

 

 
        

Faith Promise as of 8/31/24 

                      

                  2024 Giving:                        $  29,408.92 

                  2024 Committed:           $  98,700.00 

                  Shortfall:            $  69,291.08 

 General Fund as of 8/31/24 

                   2024 Giving:                       $477,548.41 

                   2024 Expenses:           $608,603.29 

                   Shortfall:            $131,054.88 

 


