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The mission of Meadowview Reformed Presbyterian Church  

is to savor the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

and to be servants of that grace locally and globally. 

 



  Reflection Before the Service 

 

“Humility means that each leader’s relationship to other leaders is 

characterized by an acknowledgment that he deserves none of the 

recognition, power, or influence that his position affords him. It 

means knowing, as a leader, that as long as sin still lives inside 

you, you will need to be rescued from you. Humility means you 

love serving more than you crave leading."  

 

-Paul Tripp, Lead: 12 Gospel Principles for Leadership in the 

Church 

 

 

 

"The church shall never perish!  

Her dear Lord to defend, 

to guide, sustain, and cherish, is with her to the end; 

though there be those that hate her, and false sons in her pale, 

against the foe or traitor she ever shall prevail."  

 

-S.J. Stone, the hymn The Church's One Foundation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Today’s Service 

Call to Worship & Opening Prayer:  Philippians 2:5-7 

Song:  Holy, Holy, Holy 

Song:  10,000 Reasons (Bless The Lord) 

Song:  Jesus I Come 

Corporate Confession of Sin 

Pastoral Prayer  

Declaration of Faith:  Nicene Creed 

Doxology 

Offertory (You can give online at www.MeadowviewPCA.org) 

Sermon:  Judges 9 

Song:  Jesus What A Friend For Sinners 

Benediction 
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     Facebook.com/meadowviewpca      Instagram.com/meadowviewpca 

     YouTube.com/meadowviewpca      MeadowviewPCA.org/Contact 



Judges 9 

1
Now Abimelech the son of Jerubbaal went to Shechem to his mother's 

relatives and said to them and to the whole clan of his mother's 

family, 
2
 “Say in the ears of all the leaders of Shechem, ‘Which is better 

for you, that all seventy of the sons of Jerubbaal rule over you, or that 

one rule over you?’ Remember also that I am your bone and your flesh.” 

3
 And his mother's relatives spoke all these words on his behalf in the 

ears of all the leaders of Shechem, and their hearts inclined to follow 

Abimelech, for they said, “He is our brother.” 
4
 And they gave him 

seventy pieces of silver out of the house of Baal-berith with which 

Abimelech hired worthless and reckless fellows, who followed 

him. 
5
 And he went to his father's house at Ophrah and killed his brothers 

the sons of Jerubbaal, seventy men, on one stone. But Jotham the 

youngest son of Jerubbaal was left, for he hid himself. 
6
 And all the 

leaders of Shechem came together, and all Beth-millo, and they went and 

made Abimelech king, by the oak of the pillar at Shechem. 

42
On the following day, the people went out into the field, and 

Abimelech was told. 
43 

He took his people and divided them into three 

companies and set an ambush in the fields. And he looked and saw the 

people coming out of the city. So he rose against them and killed 

them. 
44 

Abimelech and the company that was with him rushed forward 

and stood at the entrance of the gate of the city, while the two companies 

rushed upon all who were in the field and killed them. 
45 

And Abimelech 

fought against the city all that day. He captured the city and killed the 

people who were in it, and he razed the city and sowed it with salt. 

46 
When all the leaders of the Tower of Shechem heard of it, they 

entered the stronghold of the house of El-berith. 
47 

Abimelech was told 

that all the leaders of the Tower of Shechem were gathered 

together. 
48 

And Abimelech went up to Mount Zalmon, he and all the 

people who were with him. And Abimelech took an axe in his hand and 

cut down a bundle of brushwood and took it up and laid it on his 

shoulder. And he said to the men who were with him, “What you have 

seen me do, hurry and do as I have done.” 
49 

So every one of the people 

cut down his bundle and following Abimelech put it against the 

stronghold, and they set the stronghold on fire over them, so that all the 

people of the Tower of Shechem also died, about 1,000 men and women. 

 



50 
Then Abimelech went to Thebez and encamped against Thebez and 

captured it. 
51 

But there was a strong tower within the city, and all the 

men and women and all the leaders of the city fled to it and shut 

themselves in, and they went up to the roof of the tower. 
52 

And 

Abimelech came to the tower and fought against it and drew near to the 

door of the tower to burn it with fire. 
53 

And a certain woman threw an 

upper millstone on Abimelech's head and crushed his skull. 
54 

Then he 

called quickly to the young man his armor-bearer and said to him, “Draw 

your sword and kill me, lest they say of me, ‘A woman killed him.’” And 

his young man thrust him through, and he died. 
55 

And when the men of 

Israel saw that Abimelech was dead, everyone departed to his 

home. 
56 

Thus God returned the evil of Abimelech, which he committed 

against his father in killing his seventy brothers. 
57 

And God also made 

all the evil of the men of Shechem return on their heads, and upon them 

came the curse of Jotham the son of Jerubbaal. 

 

Abimelech: Thus Always to Tyrants 
Pastor Taylor Howsmon 

 

 i. The Unsettling Rise of the Tyrannical Leader (vv. 1-21) 

ii. The Horrific Rule of the Tyrannical Leader (vv. 22-49) 

iii. The Inevitable Ruin of the Tyrannical Leader (vv. 50-57) 

 

 

youtube.com/meadowviewpca ; sermonaudio.com/meadowviewpca 



Prayer Requests 

He will cover you with His feathers. He will shelter you with His wings. 

His faithful promises are your armor and protection.    Psalm 91:4 

Prayer Requests 

Nursing Home Resident – Jackie Shelley – Summerstone Health 

Service Member – SPC Vance Visser - US Army 

 (Ken & Aileen Visser’s son) 

Priscilla Walser – peace & comfort for Priscilla following the  

     sudden death of her sister-in-law, Alline Kirkus. Pray for her  

     brother, James Kirkus. 

Diana Clemmer – healing following kidney surgery related to  

     kidney cancer.   

Louise Edwards – (Diana Clemmer’s mother) poor physical  

     condition 

Lenora Jackson – (Wanda Rummage’s 94 yo aunt) healing;  

     fractured shoulder 

Wade Wilson – (Wanda Davis’ son-in-law) healing following heart  

     attack and bypass surgery 

Deborah Muskovin - (Kathy Rosser's daughter) -  in a head-on 

collision.   

     Her back, neck, and legs were injured, & she is in a lot of pain. 

Rachel Everhart – healing following surgery; pain management;  

     strength for Jon-David as caregiver 

Bob Tice – healing & pain management following surgery to  

     remove kidney 

Beryl Hopkins – (Renee James’ dad) failing health; salvation 

Sue Wein – stage 4 cancer; healing: ongoing chemo; minimal side 

effects 

Linda Hargett – ongoing recovery following spinal surgery 

Rebecca Gantt – (Lisa Malek’s mom) healing following stroke 

Kathy Rosser – relief from back pain 

Dean Davis – (Dottie Hopkin’s friend) issues due to Agent Orange 

Christian Overby (Ronnie Overby’s 19yo nephew) rare medical  

     condition; salvation 

BJ – (Son-in-law of Mara Lovejoy’s sister, Jana) healing of  

     abdominal wound & fistula. 

To be included in updates on our prayer chain or to submit a prayer 

request, email: Debbie Thompson at pray4meadowview@gmail.com. 

mailto:pray4meadowview@gmail.com


Upcoming Events 

 

Savoring the Grace of God 

Weekly on Sundays:  9am Bible Hour & 10:30 Worship 

     Summer Bible Hour Classes: 

Bible Hour: Traditional Hymns & The Stories Behind Them  

Women’s Bible Hour: 10 Words to Live By  

      

Living in the Grace of God 

     No Wednesday Night Activities 

 

Upcoming Activities 

     Sun, 6/2 @ noon (after worship): Graduate Luncheon 

     Sat, 6/8 @ 8 am: Men’s Bible Study 

     6/24 – 6/28: VBS  (Volunteer Sign-ups are now)* 

     Thurs, 7/25 @ 11:30am:  Sr. Adult Luncheon  

                                             meet: The Classic in Denton* 

 

Officer Nominations: If you would like to nominate a qualified man for  

      the Offices of Deacon or Elder, the forms are available in the Narthex  
      during the month of May. 

 

Ministering the Grace of God 

   Pastor’s Pantry:  June – mac ‘n cheese 

   Sat, 6/1:  Gotta Mission *sign-ups in Narthex 

   Sat, 7/13 @ 9:00am:   Car Care 

   Tue, 7/16: Blood Drive 

 

Office Closed: 

    Mon, 5/27: Office Closed – Memorial Day 

 

*Indicates sign-up requirement/opportunity on bulletin insert 

 
For more information about all events, scan the QR code or 

visit MeadowviewPCA.org/events. 

 


