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The mission of Meadowview Reformed Presbyterian Church  

is to savor the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

and to be servants of that grace locally and globally. 

 



 Reflection Before the Service 

 

“When God wants to move a mountain, he does not take a bar of 

iron, but he takes a little worm … One drop of God's strength is 

worth more than all the world." -D.L. Moody 

  

 

 

 

“He who stands upon his own strength will never stand." 

-Thomas Brooks 

  

 

 

 

“Remember, it is not your weakness that will get in the way of 

God's working through you, but your delusions of strength. His 

strength is made perfect in our weakness! Point to His strength by 

being willing to admit your weakness." -Paul David Tripp  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Today’s Service 

Call to Worship & Opening Prayer:  2 Corinthians 12:9-10 

Song:  O God Our Help In Ages Past 

Song:  Psalm 103 

Song:  Jesus Paid It All 

Pastoral Prayer  

Declaration of Faith:  Nicene Creed 

Doxology 

Offertory (You can give online at www.MeadowviewPCA.org) 

**Any giving for 2023 must be postmarked by 12/31/23**        

Sermon:  Judges 6 

Song:  In Christ Alone 

Benediction 

Stay Connected 

     MeadowviewPCA.org       SermonAudio.com/meadowviewpca 

     Facebook.com/meadowviewpca      Instagram.com/meadowviewpca 

     YouTube.com/meadowviewpca      MeadowviewPCA.org/Contact 
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Judges 6:11-32, 36-40 

11 Now the angel of the Lord came and sat under the terebinth at Ophrah, 

which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon was beating out 

wheat in the winepress to hide it from the Midianites. 12 And the angel of 

the Lord appeared to him and said to him, “The Lord is with you, O mighty 

man of valor.” 13 And Gideon said to him, “Please, my lord, if the Lord is 

with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are all his 

wonderful deeds that our fathers recounted to us, saying, ‘Did not 

the Lord bring us up from Egypt?’ But now the Lord has forsaken us and 

given us into the hand of Midian.” 14 And the Lord[a] turned to him and said, 

“Go in this might of yours and save Israel from the hand of Midian; do not I 

send you?” 15 And he said to him, “Please, Lord, how can I save Israel? 

Behold, my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my 

father's house.” 16 And the Lord said to him, “But I will be with you, and you 

shall strike the Midianites as one man.” 17 And he said to him, “If now I have 

found favor in your eyes, then show me a sign that it is you who speak with 

me. 18 Please do not depart from here until I come to you and bring out my 

present and set it before you.” And he said, “I will stay till you return.” 
19 So Gideon went into his house and prepared a young goat and unleavened 

cakes from an ephah[b] of flour. The meat he put in a basket, and the broth he 

put in a pot, and brought them to him under the terebinth and presented 

them. 20 And the angel of God said to him, “Take the meat and the 

unleavened cakes, and put them on this rock, and pour the broth over them.” 

And he did so. 21 Then the angel of the Lord reached out the tip of the staff 

that was in his hand and touched the meat and the unleavened cakes. And 

fire sprang up from the rock and consumed the meat and the unleavened 

cakes. And the angel of the Lord vanished from his sight. 22 Then Gideon 

perceived that he was the angel of the Lord. And Gideon said, “Alas, O 

Lord God! For now I have seen the angel of the Lord face to face.” 23 But 

the Lord said to him, “Peace be to you. Do not fear; you shall not 

die.” 24 Then Gideon built an altar there to the Lord and called it, The Lord Is 

Peace. To this day it still stands at Ophrah, which belongs to the Abiezrites. 
25 That night the Lord said to him, “Take your father's bull, and the second 

bull seven years old, and pull down the altar of Baal that your father has, and 

cut down the Asherah that is beside it 26 and build an altar to the Lord your 

God on the top of the stronghold here, with stones laid in due order. Then 

take the second bull and offer it as a burnt offering with the wood of the 

Asherah that you shall cut down.” 27 So Gideon took ten men of his servants 

and did as the Lord had told him. But because he was too afraid of his family 

and the men of the town to do it by day, he did it by night. 
28 When the men of the town rose early in the morning, behold, the altar of 

Baal was broken down, and the Asherah beside it was cut down, and the 

second bull was offered on the altar that had been built. 29 And they said to 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Judges+6&version=ESV#fen-ESV-6669a
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one another, “Who has done this thing?” And after they had searched and 

inquired, they said, “Gideon the son of Joash has done this thing.” 30 Then 

the men of the town said to Joash, “Bring out your son, that he may die, for 

he has broken down the altar of Baal and cut down the Asherah beside 

it.” 31 But Joash said to all who stood against him, “Will you contend for 

Baal? Or will you save him? Whoever contends for him shall be put to death 

by morning. If he is a god, let him contend for himself, because his altar has 

been broken down.” 32 Therefore on that day Gideon[c] was called Jerubbaal, 

that is to say, “Let Baal contend against him,” because he broke down his 

altar. 
36 Then Gideon said to God, “If you will save Israel by my hand, as you have 

said, 37 behold, I am laying a fleece of wool on the threshing floor. If there is 

dew on the fleece alone, and it is dry on all the ground, then I shall know 

that you will save Israel by my hand, as you have said.” 38 And it was so. 

When he rose early next morning and squeezed the fleece, he wrung enough 

dew from the fleece to fill a bowl with water. 39 Then Gideon said to 

God, “Let not your anger burn against me; let me speak just once more. 

Please let me test just once more with the fleece. Please let it be dry on the 

fleece only, and on all the ground let there be dew.” 40 And God did so that 

night; and it was dry on the fleece only, and on all the ground there was dew. 

 

 

Gideon: How Cowards Become Conquerors 
Pastor Taylor Howsmon 

I. The Raising Up (vv. 11-24) 

 

II. The Requirement (vv. 25-32) 

 

III.           The Revelation (vv. 36-40) 

  

 

Watch Past Sermons at: youtube.com/meadowviewpca 
Listen to Past Sermons at: sermonaudio.com/meadowviewpca 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Judges+6&version=ESV#fen-ESV-6687c


Prayer Requests 

Lord, don’t hold back Your tender mercies from me. Let Your unfailing love and 

faithfulness always protect me. (Psalm 40:11) 

 

Prayer Requests 

 

Nursing Home Resident - Jackie Shelley - Summerstone Health and 

Rehab – Kernersville 

 

Service Member - Gaven Swicegood - US Army - Grandson of Larry and 

Becky Swicegood 

 

BJ - (Son-in-law of Mara Lovejoy's sister,  Jana) - Ongoing recovery 

following serious car accident; strength to endure and heal; peace for wife, 

Kelly 

 

Lynne Clodfelter - Upcoming pacemaker procedure 

 

Annette Kruse - Breast cancer surgery after Christmas 

 

Linda Hill - (Friend of Ann Wilcox) - Ongoing peace and comfort 

throughout first Christmas season without Ron Patterson 

 

Donna Swicegood - Peace and comfort for family following death of 

mother, JoAn Louya 

 

Shelly Wilson - Peace and comfort for family following death of mother, 

Jan Woodson 

 

Phillip Gibson - (Son-in-law of Richard and Jennifer Jones) - Thank you 

for praying for Phillip. He saw his surgeon for his two week post op 

appointment yesterday, and everything looked great. His bloodwork and 

test results were good, and he was cleared to resume normal activities. 

 

Pat Robertson - (Mother of Sybil Ham's son-in-law, Dean) - Continue to 

pray for Pat, who is now scheduled to have surgery to remove the 

cancerous portion of her lung on January 4th. 

 

Prayer Ministry 

To be included in updates on our prayer chain or to submit a prayer request, 

email Debbie Thompson at pray4meadowview@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:pray4meadowview@gmail.com


Upcoming Events 

 

 

Savoring the Grace of God 

Weekly on Sundays:  9am Bible Hour & 10:30 Worship 

 

Living in the Grace of God 

    Wednesday Night Activities:  5:00pm-7:15pm 

         

     Life Groups (contact payllon@meadowviewpca.org)    

 

Upcoming Activities 

Thurs, 1/25:         Sr. Adult Luncheon @ 11:30am* 

 

 Ministering the Grace of God 

   Pastor’s Pantry January: Instant Potatoes   

 

 

Office Closed: 

     Jan 1:  New Year’s Day 

 

*Indicates sign-up requirement/opportunity on bulletin insert 

 

For more information about all events, scan the QR code or visit 

MeadowviewPCA.org/events. 
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