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“...that in all things Christ might have first place.”
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The mission of Meadowview Reformed Presbyterian Church
is to savor the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and to be servants of that grace locally and globally.



Reflection Before the Service

Santa Christ?

For one thing, in our worship at Christmas we may varnish the staggering
truth of the incarnation with what is visually, audibly, and esthetically
pleasing. We confuse emotional pleasure—or worse, sentiment—with true
adoration.

For another thing, we may denigrate our Lord with a Santa Claus
Christology. How sadly common it is for the church to manufacture a Jesus
who is a mirror reflection of Santa Claus. He becomes Santa Christ.

Santa Christ is sometimes a Pelagian Jesus. Like Santa, he simply asks us
whether we have been good. More exactly, since the assumption is that we
are naturally good, Santa Christ asks us whether we have been “good
enough”...

Or Santa Christ may be a Semi-Pelagian Jesus—a slightly more
sophisticated Jesus who, Santa-like, gives gifts to those who have already
done the best they could! Thus, Jesus’s hands, like Santa’s sack, opens only
when we can give an upper-percentile answer to the none-too-weighty
probe, “have you done your best this year?”..

Then again, Santa Christ may be a mystical Jesus, who, like Santa Claus, is
important because of the good experience we have when we think about
him, irrespective of his historical reality. It doesn’t really matter whether the
story is true or not; the important thing is the spirit of Santa Christ...

The Scriptures systematically strip away the veneer that covers the real truth
of the Christmas story. Jesus did not come to add to our comforts. He did not
come to help those who were already helping themselves or to fill life with
more pleasant experiences. He came on a deliverance mission, to save
sinners and to do so He had to destroy the works of the Devil (Matt. 1:21, 1
John 3:8b)...

He was not conceived in the womb of Mary for those who have done
their best, but for those who know that their best is “like filthy rags”
(Isa. 64:6)—far from good enough—and that in the flesh there dwells no
good thing (Romans 7:18). He was not sent to be the source of good
experience, but to suffer the pangs of hell in order to be our savior.

The truth is that unless the significance of what Christ did at the first
Christmas shakes us, we can scarcely be said to have understood much of
what it means, or of who he really is...

Let us not confuse Jesus Christ with Santa Claus.
-From In Christ Alone by Sinclair Ferguson, p. 15-19



Today’s Service

Advent Reading #1: Isaiah 9 (9:2, 6-7)

Song: O Come O Come Emmanuel

Call to Worship & Opening Prayer

Song: Joy To The World

Declaration of Faith: Westminster Shorter Catechism #24

Song: Come Ye Sinners

Song: Here’s My Heart

Pastoral Prayer

Offertory (You can give online at www.MeadowviewPCA.org)

Sermon: John 20

Song: Who You Say | Am

Benediction

Stay Connected

MeadowviewPCA.org SermonAudio.com/meadowviewpca
Facebook.com/meadowviewpca  Instagram.com/meadowviewpca
YouTube.com/meadowviewpca  MeadowviewPCA.org/Contact



The Gospel of John — Purpose (John 20)

%0 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which
are not written in this book; ** but these are written so that YOU

may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, (The Christ, The Son
of God, is Jesus) and that by believing you may have life in his hame.

Themes in John
7 Signs

1. “Tam the bread of life.” (John 6:35, 41, 48, 51)

“I am the light of the world.” (John 8:12)

“T am the door of the sheep.” (John 10:7, 9)

“I am the resurrection and the life.” (John 11:25)
“I am the good shepherd.” (John 10:11, 14)

“I am the way, the truth, and the life.” (John 14:6)
7. “I am the true vine.” (John 15:1, 5)
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7 “1 AM Statements”

1. Changing water into wine - John 2:1-11
Healing the royal official's son - John 4:46-54
Healing the paralytic - John 5:1-15

Feeding the 5000 - John 6:5-14

Walking on water - John 6:16-24

Healing Blind Man - John 9:1-7

7. Raising of Lazarus - John 11:1-45
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Duality in John’s Gospel

e Light & Darkness (1:4f, 3:19, 8:12, 11:9f, 12:35, 46)
e Truth & Falsehood (7:18, 8:44)
o Life & Death (5:24, 11:25)
e Above & Below (3:31, 8:23) (Heavenly & Earthly- 3:12)
e Spirit & Flesh (3:5-8)
o freedom & servitude (8:33, 36)
e Salvation & Judgment (5:24, 12:47)
e Seeing & Blind (9:25, 12:40)
o Belief & Unbelief (3:18, Ch 8)
Trinitarian  Father — John 8, 17; Son —John 1, 3, 17; Spirit — John 14-16



He Came to Give Belief & Life in His Name
Pastor George Sayour

l. An Introduction to the Gospel of John

Who — Eyewitness John of What — Signs  When written — 65-70 AD
e Ch1-12- The Book of Signs (7 Signs) - 3 years

e Ch 13-21 — The Book of Glory (or Passion) - 1 week

1. PURPOSE of the Gospel of John — WHY?

e That YOU May BELIEVE (John 3:16, 1:13, 12, 20:28-29, John 6)
1. Jesus is the Christ (Savior)
o Isaiah Wrote of Him 1:23, 12:41
o Christ-1:29, 41, 4:26, 11:27

2. Jesus is the Son of God (God)
o Before Abraham Was, | Am (John 8:58)
o Pre-existent- Ch 1, 17, Omnipotent — Ch 2, 11,
Omniscient — 1:48, 6:64
o 7“I Am” Statements

e And By Believing
1. You May have LIFE (John 1:4, 10:10)
2. In His NAME (1:21, 2:23, 14:13,14,...)

Watch Past Sermons at: youtube.com/meadowviewpca
Listen to Past Sermons at: sermonaudio.com/meadowviewpca



Member News

He will cover you with His feathers. He will shelter you with His wings.
His faithful promises are your armor and protection.  Psalm 91:4

Prayer Requests

Nursing Home Resident — Anita Eubank — Brookstone Retirement Center
(Alice Snyder’s mother)

Service Member — Simon Clemmer — US Army — Ft. Polk, Louisiana
(Andy & Andrea Clemmer’s son)

Brenda Brogdon — (Dottie Hopkins’ daughter) — Prayer for Brenda who
has cancer.

Kirk Blankenship — (former Meadowview Pastor) Peace & comfort
following the death of his mother

John Shoaf — (Karen Greene’s brother) peace & comfort for him & family
throughout bone marrow transplant process; donor’s recovery from
covid and God’s blessing for the selfless & generous gift.

Derek Justice — (friend of Gerry James) — Grace & mercy; treatment for
leukemia that has returned.

Ana — (Mara Lovejoy’s niece) Tyroid cancer; healthy pregnancy & baby

Greyson Neal — (3 yo son of Greg Surratt’s co-worker) Pray for healing
after rupture appendix that has caused an infection.

John Hargett — Pray for ongoing healing following stroke

Kathy Snider — Healing for heart issue; upcoming MRI

Russ Stevens —Pray for healing after double coronary bypass surgery

James & Kelley Nash — Pray for uncle with diagnosis of prostate cancer.

. Pray for me as | have issues with SVT (fast heart rate). Pray for clarity

when it comes to getting ablation.

Larry Monahan — (Mara Lovejoy’s brother-in-law) Cardiopulmonary
Rehab program to build strength in anticipation of transplant surgery

Barb Burris — Having extensive back surgery

Meghan — (request from Jo Dicus) - Hospitalized with severe anorexia

Dennis Scott — Pray for peace & comfort as 1% anniversary of wife’s
death approaches.

Myra Kennison — (Andrea Clemmer’s grandmother)
Pray for healing & pain relief for Myra, who is suffering from
ongoing abdominal pain following surgery.

Chuck Woodson — (Shelly Wilson’s father) Ongoing battle with stage
IV esophageal cancer

Donna Swicegood - Ongoing peace & relief from increasing anxiety

Scott Trogdon — In ICU with two lower back fractures, fever, & bleeding

following fall.

Prayer Ministry
To be included in updates on our prayer chain or to submit a prayer request,

email Debbie Thompson at pray4meadowview@gmail.com.
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Upcoming Events

Savoring the Grace of God
Weekly on Sundays: 9am Bible Hour & 10:30 Worship
Living in the Grace of God

Wednesday Night Supper & Activities from 5-7:15pm
Supper: Mexican chicken, tortillas, peaches, salad, spice cake
Life Groups (contact payllon@meadowviewpca.org to connect)

Ministering the Grace of God

Pastor’s Pantry December Donation: dry pasta and sauce

Thanksgiving & Christmas at Meadowview

Services

Sun, 12/4: Christmas Celebration at 6pm - ‘The Story’
Sat, 12/24: Christmas Eve Gathering
Sun, 12/25: Christmas Morning Worship at 11am (no Bible Hour)

Gatherings

Mon, 12/12: LOL Women’s Christmas Dinner (tickets required)
Fri, 12/16: Youth Christmas Party
Sat, 12/17: Sr. Adults Christmas Party*

Ministry Opportunities

Sun, 12/4: Foster Elves gifts/donations due
Angel Tree Gifts Due

Fri, 12/9: Foster Families Christmas Party*

Sat, 12/10: Angel Tree Party*

Wed, 12/14: Christmas Caroling

For more information about all events, !EI' EI
scan the QR code or visit
MeadowviewPCA.org/events. [=]

*Indicates sign-up requirement/opportunity on bulletin insert
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